
Thought for the Day Lent 2: Luke 13: 31-35 

 How many of you use Satnav to help find your away around these 

days?  Satnav has taken over from the humble roadmap to such an 

extent homes seldom have road atlas of Wales anymore.  Satnav 

systems, once the possession of the rich are within the price range of 

many.  Newer cars have them built in and we have become reliant on 

them.  

 Recently I had to go somewhere I had never been before, so I 

fished out the Satnav and programmed in the postcode, checked it and 

input the full postal address and hit send. I was taken along duel 

carriageways, motorway, main roads, then lanes and literally all around 

the houses.  I turned into one last road and heard that lovely voice, “you 

have reached your destination”.  But, it didn’t feel right.  A quick phone 

call revealed I hadn’t reached my destination at all, the Satnav had taken 

me to the completely wrong place.  Not having a clue where I was, I 

reprogrammed the device and began following it’s directions until it tried 

to take me down a lane that was narrower than the car, somewhere 

called Vicarage Lane. A wry smile and some reversing later I decided to 

use my instincts for a bit, got on a better road and some time later 

eventually arrived where I was supposed to be, my stomach knotted with 

the stress of it.  

 In our gospel reading for the second Sunday of Lent, Jesus hasn’t 

yet reached his destination. The context is that he is going, “through one 

town and village after another, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jerusalem is significant because that is where 

he will, “undergo great suffering and be rejected by the elders, chief 

priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Luke 

9:22). Jerusalem is his destination because that is where his cross is to 

be found, he is journeying towards the cross.  

 The opening verse of this passage is a difficult one to understand.  

It begins with Pharisees warning Jesus about Herod’s plan to kill him.  

This is quite tricky.  It’s difficult to understand their motives.  Jesus has 

not had a good relationship with Pharisees during his ministry. They are 

antagonistic towards him and he has called out their faults. Why then 

would they want to warn him?  Are they being sincere or do they have 

another motive?  Do they simply want Jesus out of their hair?  We don’t 

know. We do know that some Pharisees invite Jesus into their homes, 



but that doesn’t go particularly well.  We also hear in Acts that some 

actually converted to Christianity.   

 The other difficulty here is that the Pharisees don’t appear to be 

accurate.  We know Herod killed babies when Jesus fled to Egypt, but 

there is no evidence that Herod wants to kill Jesus now; and later in the 

Passion account Herod refuses to condemn Jesus when given the 

chance. However there is no evidence either at this point that Herod 

doesn’t want to kill Jesus, and he has imprisoned and killed John the 

Baptist.  

 Perhaps it doesn’t really matter, because Jesus uses these threats 

to clarify the nature of his forthcoming death.  He will not die because of 

Herod threats.  His death is the completion of his current ministry, a 

ministry of casting out demons and performing cures.  These things he 

says he will do today and tomorrow, that is regardless of Herod. Casting 

out demons is part of Jesus’ battle against the devil and therefore a part 

of his establishment of the kingdom of God. Performing cures is also a 

part of the establishment of God’s kingdom as it is a fundamental 

characteristic of his mission.  

 He then confuses us a bit more by referencing the third day as the 

day he finishes his work. Most of us will think this refers to the 

resurrection, but why talk of resurrection when he is so focussed on his 

death? We know that his death is the important factor here because he 

continues, “Yet today, tomorrow and the next day I must be on my way, 

because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem 

(Luke 13:33).  He berates Jerusalem and then in a mixture of indictment 

and compassion he both wants to help the children of Israel and yet 

foretells punishment, with the houses left desolate. Probably a reference 

to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 70 AD. 

 The passage concludes with the recognition that Jerusalem will 

acknowledge Jesus, a reference to his triumphant entry into the city on 

Palm Sunday.  

 Jesus knows exactly where he is going, what he will find when he 

arrives and how he is going to get there.  His journey doesn’t have the 

twists and turns, the blind alleys or too small lanes blocking his way.  

The obstructions for him are the voices of authority and power, but even 

they cannot sway him.  They are of no consequence.  He will complete 

his journey despite them, not because of them.  



 As we journey through Lent we are preparing ourselves to 

experience Jesus’ cross.  We must ask ourselves whether our lives are 

leading appropriately to that cross. Are we being diverted, led down the 

wrong path, or can we make sense of our role in being a part of the 

establishment of God’s kingdom in our world?  This Lent especially how 

do we respond to being part of Jesus’ mission in caring for the refugee, 

the displaced, the homeless, those fleeing Ukraine and other war torn 

parts of our world today?  

  


